








THE MAKER

Daniel Schepcke came originally from
Germany. In Poland he became a clock-
maker for King Stanislav Il Augustus Pon-
iatowski (1764-1795). After the fall of
Poland, he emigrated to Switzerland and
became co founder of the well known
company Patek-Philipe.
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‘INRO TOKEYI'
A DELICATE JAPANESE
STRIKING WATCH

CIRCA 1830

JAPAN

HOUR STRIKING
DURATION 1 DAY
SIZE7 X 5X 2.5 CM.
M&R266

NOTE
Because a traditional kimono had no pockets, a solution had to be
found to be able to take personal belongings with you. This watch is an
example of that. Everything was hung on cords so that they dangled next
to the body.

JAPANESE TIMEKEEPING
Japanese timekeeping was very different from timekeeping in the western
world. Instead of the hour having a fixed value, the length of an hour in Japan,
called toki in Japanese, varies according to the length of day and night. Both day and
night are divided into 6 toki, spread over the period from sunrise to sunset and from
sunset to sunrise.
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The numerals on the clocks run from 9 to
4. In Japan number 9 was holy. The only
numeral that is ‘fixed’ is 9 o'clock, noon
our time. Japanese clocks indicate how
many hours are to come in the future (af-
ter 5 comes 4), European clocks indicate
how many hours have passed (after 5
comes 6). Each toki, 12 in total, also had
its own zodiacal symbol which is depict-
ed on the chapter ring, around the hour
numerals.
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'KUHSCHWANZPENDEL
A COLORFUL WOODEN
WALL CLOCK

CIRCA 1800

BERNER OBERLAND, SWITZERLAND
DURATION 12 HOURS

SIZE 21 X 14X 9.5 CM.

MSR128a
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